
JOINT COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

November 8, 2022 

 

Present: Father Antony, John Durtschi, Steve Edge, Dave Curley, Sharon Sliwka, Elaine Carlson, Troy 

Betcher, Chad Ronnander, Caleb Johnson. Sue Peiffer joined remotely. Audrey Boerner was excused.  

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM and began with an opening prayer. 

As Pastor at SHSP for four months now, Father Antony asked all present for their thoughts on how 

things are going within the Parish. Everyone responded optimistically, with special gratitude for how 

welcoming Father Antony is when talking with, and listening to, parishioners. 

A discussion was held to clarify the responsibilities of each Council. As outlined by the Diocese of La 

Crosse, the Parish Council addresses the spiritual needs of the Parish. The Finance Council addresses the 

financial needs of the Parish including all temporal goods, such as the Parish cemeteries, buildings, and 

grounds. Committees are active groups within the parish, with their directives provided by the Parish 

and Finance Councils, along with the Pastor. 

Father Antony would like seven active members on each of the two Councils. Two people have already 

expressed interest in joining. Elaine Carlson will continue as President of the Parish Council. The Finance 

Council will need to designate a President. With the upcoming Inspired by the Spirit capital campaign 

and the Sacred Heart Church Renovation project Father Antony asks all Council members to commit to a 

3-year term of January 2023 until January 2026. 

Mass times and locations were briefly discussed. Father Antony intends on adding additional weekday 

Masses for Advent and Lent, with times to be determined. Weekend Mass changes will wait until 

February - after Father returns from a short trip to visit his family in India. 

An update was provided on the Inspired by the Spirit capital campaign and the Sacred Heart Church 

Renovation. Father Antony would like to begin the Inspired by the Spirit campaign within the next few 

weeks, so its in place before year end. The cost for interior renovations at Sacred Heart Church will be 

added to the capital campaign, with donations for the renovation also being solicited from others 

outside our parish community. Bids for the interior renovations and elevator addition are being 

reviewed by the Renovation Committee. The scope of the renovation will be determined by parishioner 

support for the campaign and the amount of donations received. 

The expected cost for exterior renovations (Phase I & II) is approximately $950,000. The Loechler Family 

Trust along with other donations received are available to pay for the exterior renovation work next 

year. Phase I & II exterior work includes re-shingling the roof, dome, cupola and steeple repairs, attic 

insulation, tunnel removal, parking lot improvements, stained-glass storm window replacement, and 

exterior brick/sandstone cleaning. 

SHSP would like to submit a request to Bishop Callahan and the Diocese of La Crosse Buildings and 

Grounds Office for approval to add the interior renovation costs at Sacred Heart Church to the Inspired 



by the Spirit campaign – and ask for approval to proceed with Phase I & II exterior work in 2023, since 

the Parish has the funds available to do this work. 

Sue Peiffer made a motion that the Parish and Finance Council members in attendance, approve the 

request to add the Sacred Heart Church interior renovation costs to the Inspired by the Spirit campaign, 

along with approval to proceeding with Phase I & II of the renovation, based on funds available. Troy 

Betcher seconded the motion. All in attendance approved the motion. 

A financial report was given on the first four month of the Parish’s fiscal year. $13,191 was paid from the 

Parish general fund in August to cover last year’s DAA shortfall. This set the Parish back more than 

anticipated. Envelope contributions are holding steady and plate collections have increased compared 

to last year at this time. Year-to-date net revenue is $31,976. 

With all Joint Council business discussed, the Finance Council members were dismissed at 7:10 PM. 

Parish Council members stayed for a separate meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


